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IN MEMORIAM
HOWARD P. JONES, 1927-1990
Howard Jones was an active member of the Kentucky Ornithological
Society before I returned to Kentucky in 1961, so I am not acquainted with
his earlier years. He was the Recording Secretary in 1958 and later served
as Councillor, Vice-President, and President. Howard made literary con
tributions to our organization in the form of field notes and contributions
to seasonal reports, nesting records, and mid-winter bird counts. He was
the leader and compiler of both the Frankfort and Kleber Wildlife Man
agement Area counts for many years through 1989 — even though he was
seriously ill when the last count was made.
Whether he was studying birds, fishing along some quiet stream, or
hiking through a wooded area, Howard enjoyed his hours and days in the
field. He was a quiet, proficient field ornithologist and was sought after
to lead field trips at our spring and fall meetings. We respected him not
only for his expertise but also for his kindly personality and his willingness
to help our organization in any way he could contribute. To me Howard
typifies the type of individual who is the real backbone of successful
ornithological organizations, and we will miss his friendly encouragement.
He leaves his wife, Jean, and two sons, Joel and Jeff, who is also a K.O.S.
member and has served as Councillor just as his father had served 30
years earlier.
— H. E. Shadowen, Dept. of Biology, Western Kentucky University, Bowling
Green, KY 42101.
THE NESTING SEASON, SUMMER 1990
Anne L. Stamm and Burt L. Monroe, Jr.
June was warm and wet with heavy rain and wind storms, particu
larly on June 6 and 7, bringing down limbs and uprooting trees. In Louis
ville the temperature averaged out at 75.1 degrees, a plus 1.4 degrees
above normal. Precipitation locally was 6.13 inches for the month of June,
2.53 inches above normal. This caused the rockbed at the Falls of the
Ohio to be covered with water for much of the time and thus dispersed
the birds. In July it was hot and humid, with the temperature averaging
out at .09 degrees above normal. Precipitation throughout the state was
below normal. In Louisville rainfall amounted to only 1.96 inches for the
month of July, 2.14 inches below normal.
The reports this season contained much information on breeding. At
least four or more individuals did Breeding Bird Atlas work, and a number
of interesting records were obtained, particularly for the Bewick's Wren,
Willow Flycatcher and Lark Sparrow. Bald Eagles fledged young, and all
told it was an interesting season.
Abbreviations: BWMA = Ballard Waterfowl Management Area,
Ballard County; BPS = Big Pond Sanctuary, Grayson County; BBA =
Breeding Bird Atlas; CRL = Cave Run Lake; CFH = Clark Fish Hatch
ery, Rowan County; LBL = Land Between the Lakes; PHSM = Peabody
Homestead Surface Mine, Ohio County; Reelfoot NWR = Reelfoot Na
tional Wildlife Refuge, Fulton County; SWMA = Sauerheber Wildlife
Management Area, Henderson County.
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Loons through Bitterns — Quite unusual was finding two to three
Common Loons on Dale Hollow Lake, Clinton County on June 30 (Richard
Hannan fide BPB); a bird in breeding plumage on Mill Creek Lake at
Tompkinsville, Monroe County on July 12 (BPB); and one immature (non-
breeding plumage) on July 23, two on July 27, one on July 29 and two on
July 31 at CRL near the dam (A1 Surmont and Lewis Kornman have seen
the same birds since mid-June — FB). Single Double-crested Cormorants
were observed at Wysox-Cool Springs Lake, Ohio County on July 8 (KC)
and along Kentucky Lake (Hwy 68) on July 10 (HCh). Four Least Bit
terns were seen on June 27 in a swamp on the south side of Mayfield Creek,
Carlisle County (CP).
Herons — Great Blue Herons were widely scattered and several new
rookeries were found: one probably in excess of 100 nests with young found
along Elk Pond Creek off Pond River in western Muhlenberg County on
June. 15. (Richard Hannan, Jim Aldrich fide BPB); five plus nests with
large young in cypress trees along Little Bayou De Chien south of Ken
tucky 94, Fulton County on June 8 (BPB); six plus nests in sycamore
trees along Claylick Creek, Livingston/Crittenden County line on June 10;
at least three nests, two with large young along Livingston Creek in Crit-
tenden County about three and one-half miles southwest of Fredonia, Cald-
well County on June 24 (BPB). Also, a new colony was found near New
Concord, Calloway County (CP); and an adult with a juvenile bird was
seen along the shore of upper Green River Lake, near Route 551 bridge,
Adair County on July 10 (MS). One to two birds were also observed in
each of Rulaski, Casey, Green, Grayson and Hopkins counties during July;
most may have been post-breeding wanderers.
Few Great Egrets were seen on casual visits to Ballard County (CP),
but five to seven were noted on the Peale Tract, BWMA on June 27 (CP).
A few birds were seen in the Ohio River bottoms near Bayou, Livingston
County on June 10 and July 15 (BPB); one at Mud Lake in Ohio River
bottoms of Crittenden County, NE of Carrsville; 15 to 20 birds in a flooded
field WSW of Hickman, Fulton County on June 14 (BPB); and 12 to 15
in flooded fields of Kentucky Bend, Fulton County (BPB). Fewer Little
Blue Herons were reported this season than last year. Several adults were
noted in fields next to a Mississippi River levee several miles WSW of
Hickman, Fulton County on June 14 (BPB); an adult on a slough west of
Berkley, Carlisle County on June 21 (BPB); 11 adults in a swamp on the
south side of Mayfield Creek, Carlisle County on June 22 and eight there
on June 27 (CP); 12 birds on the Peale Tract, BWMA on June 27 (CP);
and an adult observed at Lentz's Pond, Louisville, Jefferson County on
July 28 (MS) and on July 29 and 31 (BPB, L. McNeil) and also on July
31 by Stamms. A few birds were also observed in a flooded field in the
Mayfield Creek bottom in Carlisle County SW of Lovelaceville on June 28
(BPB). Cattle Egret observations included: two adults on farm pond
southwest of Bowling Green, Warren County on June 2 (BF); one in
breeding plumage in field in rural area of Murray, Calloway County on
June 18 (MM); a few birds near Blandville, Ballard County and in Car
lisle County SW of Lovelaceville, both on June 28 (BPB); two birds leaving
a field near Holland, Allen County on July 10 (BPB); nine birds in
Ballard County, SB of Wickliffe near Mayfield Creek on July 28 (CP);
and scattered sightings in Graves, Ballard, Calloway and Carlisle counties
(CP). Most unusual was the Tricolored Heron at the Falls of the Ohio on
June 19 (LR). A nest of the Green-backed Heron was found with five
young in Adair County on June 13 (MS); probably nested at BPS, Grayson
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County, where two birds were noted in June and two adults and two
immatures in July (KC); also two to three at Wysox-Cool Springs Lake
(KC), Lentz's Pond (LR), and Riverside Sanctuary, Louisville (LR). A
surprisingly large concentration of 55 Green-backed Herons on July 29 was
at Clark Hatchery, Rowan County (PB). A Black-crowned Night-Heron was
seen in southwest Washington County on July 18 (RH). High water at the
Falls of the Ohio kept the species from feeding there for much of the time.
Three nests of the Yellow-crowned Night-Heron were found in Shady Lane
Woods (U. of K. Farm), Fayette County, and in early July at least two of
the nests had two almost fully fledged young (MF, JF); single birds were
seen on two occasions along Little Bayou De Chien at Kentucky 94, Fulton
County on June 8 (BPB), on the Falls of Ohio on June 19 (LR) and July
29 (BPB); and singles in Graves and Carlisle counties on June 7 and 22,
respectively (CP). Two immature White Ibis were first seen on July 13
and photographed on July 19 by Sharon Blackwelder, U.S. Forest Service,
on one of several waterfowl impoundments being constructed by the Forest
Service along Beaver Greek, which feeds into upper CRL in Menifee
County; this site is along KY 1274 east of Scranton not far from the Long
Bow Recreation Area on CRL. The birds were not seen after July 19 {fide
BPB).
Waterfowl — A Canada Goose was incubating at a farm pond near
Burlington, Boone County on April 22 (LMc); broods of young were ob
served at East Bend, Boone County on May 5 (LMc); adults and imma
tures were seen at Wysox-Cool Springs Lake, too numerous to count —
still hundreds at the end of the period (KG). Wood Ducks apparently had
a good year. Five broods were observed in western Kentucky: one in LBL,
one in Graves County near Elva, two at Mayfield Creek swamp, and one
in BWMA, Peale Tract (CP); two broods at East Bend and one in Peters
burg, both in Boone County (LMc); female with three young at Long Run
County Park, Jefferson County on July 31 (S, FS) and 12 or more birds
present at BPS (KG). Four Mallards capable of flight were seen at Lake
Pewee on June 7 (JH), a female with four small young at Long Run
County Park on July 31 (S, FS) and about 80 immatures there on the
same day (S). Quite unusual was the sighting of three male Ring-necked
Ducks on a pond in Muhlenberg County on July 2 (RH). A single Hooded
Merganser was noted in a flooded backwater area just WSW of Hickman
on July 14 (BPB).
Hawks — Black Vultures observed in western Kentucky during the
period included five at a roost in Carlisle County on June 4 (CP), a pair
in the Mississippi River bluff near Berkley, Carlisle County on June 21
(BPB) and 11 at the traditional roost at Bondurant, Fulton County on
June 21 (CP). Pairs were noted at Berry, Pendleton County and at East
Bend on June 5 and July 4, respectively (LMc). A few individuals were
also seen in Hart, Barren, Allen and Monroe counties (BPB). A Turkey
Vulture roost in Carlisle County held 37 birds when checked on June 4
(CP), but a total of 66 was there on July 29 (HCh). A few nests of the
(Dsprey were found: three birds fledged from a nest on electric power line
along Lake Barkley, near Empire (WB), one fledged from a nest on a
channel marker light on Lake Barkley, near the Youth Station (bird
banded, WB), and a pair had a large juvenile in the nest at Bayou, Liv
ingston County on July 15 (BPB, LR), also observed by DY. Fair numbers
of Mississippi Kites were present during June and July. One bird was seen
in the vicinity of Murphy's Pond, Hickman County on June 4 (CP); at
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least five birds (four adults arid one first-year) along the Mississippi River
WSW of Hickman on June 14 (BPB); at least 10 in loose flock about one
and one-half miles north of Berkley on June 21 (BPB); two at BWMA
on June 28 (CP); and 14 (most adults, 1-2 first-year birds) observed one
and one-half miles SW of Blandville, Ballard County on June 28; at least
three birds over the Mayfield, Creek bottom about three miles WSW of
Lovelaceville on the same date (BPB); 12 birds (11 adults, one first-year)
•were seen in northern Kentucky Bend, Fulton County on June 14 (BPB)
and birds observed carrying food to a patch of bottomland forest near
Watson Lake in Kentucky Bend on July 12 (Marc Evans, Bill Hendricks
jxde BPB); six birds in Ballard County, Mayfield Creek bottoms SE of
Wickliffe on June 29 (CP) and two at BWMA on July 28 (CP). Three
young Bald Eagles fledged from a nest at Fulton Bay in LBL (WB); and
one bird fledged from a nest in the woods near Mammoth Furnace Bay
(bird banded). The male bird was hatched in a nest in Tennessee in 1987
(WB). Two Bald Eagles were fledged from a nest at BWMA during the
summer (DY). Interesting June and July records of the Northern Harrier
included a pair in Hart County, near Cub Run on June 8 (KC); one in
McLean County carrying food on June 26 (RH); a female in Ohio County
off Hopewell Road in strip mining country on July 8 (KC, JB, PB, M.
Bierly et al.); a male over Wysox-Cool Springs Road, Ohio County on July
8 (KC); and a female near Arinetta, Grayson County on July 15 (AW,
M. Wilson fide KC). Single Sharp-shinned Hawks were seen in eastern
Cumberland County, Russell County, north of Creelsboro, June 20 (MS)
and Khox County, June 27 (MS); a subadult was noted as it perched in
rural Allen County about two miles SSW of Fountain Run on July 11
(BPB). Fair numbers of Cooper's Hawks were reported as a result of
BBA work. Evidence of breeding was noted by seeing birds carrying food,
carrying prey, feeding young, or performing courtship flight in the fol
lowing counties: Caldwell, western Lyon, Grayson and Metcalfe. Other
sightings of one or two birds were in the counties of Allen, Christian,
Barren (three locations). Hart (two locations), Monroe (two locations),
and in Pendleton. Single unidentified accipiters were found in Adair,
Green and Russell counties. The only Broad-winged Hawk reported was
one over the city of Murray on July 24 (HCh, Sally Leedom). An adult
Red-tailed Hawk was on its nest near Big Bone, Boone County on March
31 and again on April 12 (LMc); four birds in Hart County on June 8
(KC); one to two birds in Nelson (KC, AW), Ohio (KC), Grayson and
Simpson counties (KC, AW).
Wild Turkey through Coots — An adult Ruffed Grouse was noted at
Pine Mountain State Park on June 24 (MS). A family group of Wild
Turkeys was observed near New Hope Cemetery, southern Ohio County in
late June (M. Bierly fide BPB); two birds flushed from woodlands several
miles SE of Cedar Springs, Allen County on July 5 (BPB); eight birds in
LBL on July 24 (CP); three young in Mayfield bottoms, Carlisle County
on July 28 (CP); one young on the Peale Tract, July 28 (CP). During a
breeding bird survey in early June a total of 29 Northern Bobwhites Was
tallied on the 25-raile stretch in Hardin and Nelson counties (KC, AW).
Young birds were noted on June 13 in western Adair County (MS) and a
male and female Northern Bobwhite, with seven recently hatched young,
were seen in Pulaski County on July 12 (MS). A Common Moorhen was
heard and seen in Mayfield bottoms on June 27 (CP). A single American
Coot was still present along Kentucky 1282 in Reelfoot NWR, Fulton Coun
ty on June 13 (BPB).
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Shorebirds — A few spring migrants passed through in early.June,
and the first fall migrants returned later than usual, arriving by mid-July.
Two Semipalmated Plovers were seen at CFH on June 1 (FB). Small num
bers of Semipalmated Plovers and Spotted and Pectoral Sandpipers were
present at East Bend on July 30 (LMc). Killdeers were believed to have
suffered from last winter's freeze in western Kentucky; at least numbers
were down in the area (CP). On July 19, however 122 Killdeers were seen
on three drained ponds at CFH (FB). At least eight Solitary Sandpipers
were observed on a floodplain slough along the Ohio River north of Bayou,
Livingston County on July 15 (BPB, LR); also noted at East Bend on
July 30 (LMc). A Spotted Sandpiper was seen on the bank of the Cumber
land River at Vieksburg, Livingston County on June 10 (BPB); a pair
noted in a marshy area near Poverty, McLean County on June.20 and
one there a week later may have been nesting birds (RH); two birds on
the rockbed at Falls of the Ohio on July 4 (LR); and one on the Peale
Tract on July 28 (CP). Twelve Semipalmated Sandpipers were at CFH
on June 1 and 34 on June 4 (FB). Five White-rumped Sandpipers were
seen at CFH on June 1 and eight on June 4 (FB). On June 1, .four Baird's
Sandpipers were at CFH (FB). A single Least Sandpiper was seen along
the Ohio River near Bayou and six plus along the Ohio River.near SWMA
in western Henderson County, both on July 15 (BPB, LR). A few Pectoral
Sandpipers were seen in the same areas as the Least Sandpipers on the
same date (BPB, LR). An adult Stilt Sandpiper was seen on a slough
near SWMA on July 15 and established an early state date by one day
(BPB, LR). Two Common Snipe were late in departing and were still
present on June 3 in Hardin County and provided a late state date (KC,
AW).
Gulls and Terns — A Laughing Gull was seen in the vicinity of Mc-
Alpine Dam, Louisville on June 28 (LR). One or two Ring-billed Gulls
remained in the Kentucky Dam/Barkley Dam area through June and July
(one was seen above Kentucky Dam on July 15 — BPB). The first-year
Great Black-backed Gull at the dams in western Kentucky in May re
mained throughout the month of June and was observed on a buoy above
Barkley Dam on July 15 (BPB, LR). Least Terns had a difficult time to
nest during early June as a result of floods along the Mississippi River,
and they attempted to nest on sandy agricultural land in Kentucky Bend.
This resulted in nesting failures as farmers cultivated their fields. After
the river dropped, birds began nesting on sandbars. According to Rochelle
Menken, Missouri Conservation Department, at least three Kentucky sites
were being used with 170 pairs present along Kentucky Bend, 40 pairs near
Middle Bar, Hickman County, and fewer downstream from Island Number
1, Carlisle County {fide BPB); 11 adult birds were seen below Smithland
Dam, Livingston County on July 15 (BPB, LR). A single Black Tern was
observed at Flaherty, Meade County in late July (RH).
Cuckoos through Woodpeckers — A Black-billed Cuckoo .was heard
calling in Knox County on June 9 (MS); an adult was on a nest near
Kentucky River about three miles east of Clay Ferry Bridge, northern
Madison County on June 21 (MB fide BPB); another was heard calling
from a pine plantation several miles west of Marion, Crittendeh County
on June 25 (BPB); and one was seen in Springfield, Washington County
on July 18 (RH). The Yellow-billed Cuckoo probably nested at BPS since
two birds were observed there during June and July (KC); an active nest
was found in eastern Crittenden County, several miles south of Fredonia
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on June 24 (BPB); and the species was somewhat scarce in northern Ken
tucky (LMc). Three fledgling Barred Owls were found at the Boone County
Cliffs Nature Preserve in early May (LMc). The only Chuck-will's-widows
reported were the two present at BPS during the period (KG) and one in
Hart County on June 10 (KC). Approximately 50 Ruby-throated Humming
birds were present during the period in a rural yard of Murray, where five
feeders were available (WB); about 30 at the Woodland Nature Center in
LBL (WB); 10 males and five females and immatures at BPS (KC);
three or four birds at feeder in yard of Science Hill, Pulaski County during
the period (JEl); nest near Middle Creek, Boone County on May 5, where
two females seemingly battled over the nest, but later visits found no
activity (LMc); and two females and two immatures noted on July 24 on
property of Mr. and Mrs. Montelle Wilson, Leitchfield, Grayson County
{fide KC). Red-headed Woodpeckers were reported from the following
counties; Adair, Green, Laurel, Rockcastle, Russell, Taylor (MS) and Jef
ferson (S, FS). The European Starlings appear to have driven off the
Red-headed Woodpecker and the Red-bellied Woodpecker in a wooded area
in Lexington, Fayette County (MF, JF). A Northern Flicker was feeding
young in Leitchfield on a rather late date of July 24 (KC).
Flycatchers through Crows — Three nests of the Acadian Flycatcher
were found in Boone County: one along Middle Creek on May 28 with
incubation on June 8, a second nest at Middle Creek contained three eggs
on June 8, and a nest over- Lick Creek at East Bend held one young on
July 4 (LMc); three birds were seen in Nelson County on June 3 (KC,
AW) ; and 13 birds were recorded on 10 trips in different areas of Hopkins
County during June (six of these were at Elk Creek — JH). A good
number of Willow Flycatchers were reported and some were found in new
areas for new county records: one in Nelson County on June 3 (KC); one
along the Ohio River near Mayfair Reservoir, Louisville on June 8 (LR);
one in Knox County on June 9 and 27 (MS); one heard and observed at
Sonora, Hardin County on June 11 (RH); a territorial bird was heard in
a willow bordered marsh along Kentucky 94 about five miles WNW of
Fulton, for a new county record, and one of only a few for the Jackson
Purchase (BPB); another territorial bird noted along the Cumberland
River in western Lyon County across from luka on June 10 (BPB); one
at Cool Springs, Grayson County on June 19 (RH); one singing near a
pond at Hodgensville, LaRue County on June 11 (RH); one at Elk Creek
bridge, Hopkins County on June 23 and in the same tree on July 25 (JH);
and one east of Somerset in Pulaski County on July 8 (MS). Also, young
were being fed out of the nest near Petersburg, Boone County on June 19
(LMc). A nest of the Eastern Phoebe with four eggs was found at the
Boone County Cliffs Nature Preserve on April 15, same number of eggs
with one Brown-headed Cowbird on April 22, and young were in the nest
on May 5 (LMc); another nest along Middle Creek held five eggs on April
19 (LMc). A fair number of Tree Swallows were present during June and
^rly'July. Several birds were along-the Cumberland River at luka, and
adult birds were at Pinckneyville, Livingston-County on June 10 (BPB);
one at Cimmeron marsh, Hopkins County, June 12 (JH); several birds
were flying about the Hickman Ferry Landing, Fulton County on June 12
(BPB); a pair on a farm pond with dead trees SW of Fredonia, Caldwell
County (BPB); probable nesting birds were noted at Mud Lake, north of
Carrsville and on a slough near McKinley Island on the Ohio River, Crit-
tenden County on June 26 and 27, respectively (BPB); also birds perched
in dead, trees on Nolin Lake, Hart County on July 9 (BPB). No Tree
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Swallows were found at Long Run County Park, where they had nested
in some previous years (S, FS). Adult Northern Rough-winged Swallows
were seen entering a cavity in a concrete/cinder block barn wall on June
5, ]ust north of Russell Springs, Russell County (MS) and recently fledged
young were noted in western Pulaski County on July 12 (MS). Three
recently fledged young were being fed by adult in Knox County, July 12
(MS). Bank Swallows were again present at gravel pits near Belleview
and Petersburg, Boone County (LMc); several birds were seen along the
Ohio River at the old U.S. Lock and Dam Number 50 and at McKinley
Island on June 26 and 27 (BPB). Cliff Swallows continue to expand their
breeding range in Kentucky. Small groups were found nesting at three
locations in Russell County and one in Taylor County — new county breed
ing records (MS). Other new county breeding records included a colony
under the Kentucky 1855 bridge over Walnut Creek, Barren River Lake,
Allen County, and a few birds present at the old US-81E bridge over
Trammel Creek, southern Allen County on July 10 (BPB); and near a
bridge that crosses into Hart County (HC). Grood numbers were also
found in the following counties: Adair, Casey (MS), Lyon, Trigg, Lyon/
Livingston (BPB), Boone (LMc), Grayson (KC, RH). Also, a single bird
was noted in Green County on June 12 (MS) and an immature in Pulaski
County on July 22 where there are no known nests (JEI). A fair number
of Fish Crows were present: four were seen at Obion Creek in the vicinity
of Murphy's Pond, Hickman County on June 4 (CP); a pair noted along
Mud Creek at Kentucky 94, Fulton County on June 13-14 (BPB); one
heard along the Mississippi River levee, SW of Hickman on June 14 (BPB);
nine birds observed near Mayfield bottoms, Carlisle County and six at
BWMA on June 28 (CP). This year there seemed to be "a great increase
in numbers away from the big rivers" (CP). Also, on June 28 a single bird
was heard along Mayfield Creek near Blandville, Ballard County and
another flying in northern Carlisle County "WSW of Lovelaceville (BPB). •
Wrens through Shrikes — On 10 trips in different parts of Hopkins
County during June a total of 85 Carolina Wrens was tabulated (JH).
It was encouraging that Bewick's Wrens were found in nine counties!
Two singing birds were seen in Pendleton County on June 5 and another
heard in Owen County on June 12 (LMc) ; family groups were found near
Sherwood Shores on Kentucky Lake S of Kentucky Dam Village, Marshall
County on June 12 (with three or four nearly grown young), just east of
McGowan, Caldwell County on June 20 (with young unable to fly), one
mile NW of Union Hill, Trigg County on June 22, and within several square
miles in Lyon County on June 23 (three family groups of nearly full-grown
young with parents), all by BPB; one bird observed in southern Washington
County on July 5 (RH); an adult was feeding young inside a bam near
Marcus, Pendleton County, on July 14 (LMc) ; another near Willisburg,
Washington County on July 27 (RH); and one bird southwest of McBrayer,
Anderson County on July 26 (RH). Also, singing birds were reported in
Washington County during June and one heard just south of Lebanon in
Marion County (FL, WK). Several singing House Wrens were heard in
Fredonia on June 24 (BPB) and observed along the Ohio River at Mc
Kinley Island on June 27 and singing males heard in Tompkinsville, Monroe
County on July 12 (BPB). Several additional singing birds were noted in
Corbin, Knox County, on June 24 (MS). Eastern Bluebirds did very well in
Hopkins County (JH), central (FL) and south-central Kentucky (MS).
FK put up 24 bluebird boxes in Oldham County and of this number 20
boxes contained at least two broods each. Only 13 Wood Thrushes were
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recorded on the 10 trips in Hopkins County (JH). The species has de
creased in some sections of Jefferson County (S). Only eight Gray Catbirds
were tabulated on the 10 June trips in Hopkins County (JH); numbers
were very low in the Louisville area (S) and at BPS (KC). Cedar Wax-
wings were widespread during June 8-July 12: nest in Christian County,
courtship observed in Allen and Christian counties, and recently fledged
young barelyable to fly were seen near Exie, Green County (BPB). Pairs
were noted during the breeding season in the following counties: Barren,
Carlisle, Crittenden, Fulton, Graves (BPB), Grayson, (KC), Hart, Hick-
man, Livingston, Marshall, Monroe and Trigg, while single birds were
recorded in Caldwell and McCracken counties (BPB). Good numbers of
Loggerhead Shrikes were reported from central Kentucky (JF, MF), south-
central (MS), and western sections of the state (BPB). Interesting breed
ing records include the following: an adult bird feeding young near Clay
Village, Shelby County on June 8 (MS), adult feeding young in Adair
County on June 13 (MS), and fledged young observed in central Kentucky
(no county listed — MF). Pairs were recorded north of Russell Springs,
Russell County on June 5 and north of Cane Valley, Adair County on June
14 (MS). Single birds were also recorded in early to mid-June in the coun
ties of Adair, Marion and Taylor (MS), while on July 8 one was seen near
Short Greek and another on Hwy. 79 on July 19, both in Grayson County
(KC). Four birds were also noted in Hopkins County (JH). Also, during
BBA work in the Jackson Purchase and Pennyroyal regions shrikes were
found on 45 of the 58 blocks surveyed with "confirmed nesting-in many"
(BPB).
Vireos through Warblers — A pair of Bell's Vireo with an unused
nest was found about two miles SSE of Weston, northern Crittenden
County on June 26 (BPB). On July 15 the nest contained one young vireo
and one young cowbird (BPB, LR). This represents a new county breeding
record for the species. Twenty-six White-eyed Vireos were counted on the
ten June trips in Hopkins County (JH). Quite unusual was the finding of
a. Solitary Vireo at Pennyroyal State Forest, northwestern Christian
County on June 19. The male was singing and when the observer squeaked,
another (presumed to be the female) appeared^ although no evidence of
nesting was observed (BPB). On a later visit July 15, the male was still
present, singing, in trees nearby (BPB, LR). At least two singing male
Solitary Vireos were recorded at Pine Mountain State Park, June 9 and 26,
and another singing male was in Knox County at an elevation of about
1160 feet on June 27 (MS). During ten June trips in Hopkins County
eight Yellow-throated Vireos were recorded (JH). Warbling Vireos were
present in low numbers: "not very common in BBA region 7" (MS);
singing birds were found in Green, Metcalfe and Rockcastle counties (MS);
three birds in Nelson County on June 3 (KC, AW); only four on ten June
trips in Hopkins County (JH); and none found in Seneca Park, Louisville
where they formerly nested (S). Several family groups of the Blue-:winged
Warbler were seen in northern LBL, Lyon County on June 12 and fledged
young and adults were seen carrying food in southern Trigg County along
Dry Creek on June 22 (BPB). An unusually early nest of the Yellow
Warbler was found, with the bird on the nest, north of Carrollton, Carroll
County on April 27 (LMc). A male Yellow Warbler appeared to be terri
torial at Hickman Ferry Landing, Fulton County on June 18 and a bird
carrying food was seen along Dry Creek in southern Trigg County on
June 22 (BPB). The Yellow Warbler was found to be "very local" in
central and western Kentucky during BBA work (BPB). Single singing
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Northern Parulas were heard in Casey County on June 18 and in western
Cumberland County on June 20 (MS). A single Black^hroated Blue War
bler at McKinneysburg, Pendleton County on June 9 was late in departing
(LMc). The Yellow-throated Warbler is no longer found in some sections
in Hopkins County where it formerly was observed (JH); one bird heard
singing along Hwy. 1069, Hopkins County on June 19 (JH); and an adult
was seen carrying food south of Fountain Run, Monroe County on July 11
(BPB). Good numbers of Pine Warblers were reported, with some new
county breeding or summer records. The birds were fairly numerous in
planted pines in Pennyroyal State Forest, northern Christian County on
June 19 and a female was noted feeding a fledgling in the same county NE
of Crofton on June 18 (BPB). Other interesting records included: singing
birds in Madisonville, Hopkins County on June 2, 26 and 27 (JH); juvenile
male in song near Roseburg, Hart (bounty on July 9 and another NW of
Pilot Oak, Fulton County in early June, both new county summer records
(BPB); single birds heard singing several miles WNW of Milburn, Car
lisle County on June 7, also NE of Pryorsburg, Graves County on June 9
and the species was widespread in planted pines in northern LBL, Lyon
County on June 12 (BPB). A noteworthy record was established when a
singing. Pine Warbler was heard in western Adair County on June 13 for
a new county summer record (MS). Also, two singing birds were observed
at Pine Grove, Casey County (FL, WK). As usual. Pine Warblers were
fairly common in appropriate habitat in the Cumberland plateau counties
which were visited during the period (MS). Cerulean Warblers have de
clined in recent years and reports were few. A singing bird was heard in
extreme southeastern Adair County on June 19 (MS); at least two singing
males and female carrying food noted in northern LBL near Fulton Bay,
Lyon County on June 12 (BPB) ; a pair and probably full-grown young
near Dryden Estates E of Lake Barkley in southern Lyon County on June
23, and a male and juvenile bird were seen near Concord Church, southern
Allen County on July 10 (BPB); and two female individuals at separate
locations, plus a singing male, in Knox County on June 27 (MS). BBA
work gives further evidence that the Cerulean Warbler is now very local
and quite rare in central and western Kentucky. A male Black-and-white
Warbler was evidently off territory when it was seen feeding in a hedge
row, Wayne County, southeast of Lake Cumberland on July 19 (MS).
Two interesting records of the Prothonotary Warbler were received: birds
heard singing at McKinneysburg on the Licking River, Pendleton County
on June 9 (LMc); and at least two singing males in Adair County along
the Green River where it is crossed by Route 206 on June 21 (MS). A
good number of Worm-eating Warblers were' found in the following
counties: singing birds in Adair (two locations), Christian (two locations),
Lyon, Laurel and Russell; fledged young with parents in Caldwell, Critten-
den, Lyon and Trigg. Recently fledged Ovenbirds were seen in northern
Christian County on June 19, and singing birds were noted in Caldwell
and Trigg counties on June 19 and June 22, respectively (BPB). Two
nests of the Louisiana Waterthrush were found: one with young in western
Lyon County on June 10 and one with young on tributary to Butler Creek,
about one and one-half miles SW of Corley Hill, Crittenden County, June
25 (BPB). Also, two birds were observed at Lock Mary, Hopkins County
on June 20 (JH)and one flushed at Pine Knob, Grayson County, near a
creek, July 25 (KC). Seventeen Kentucky-Warblers were recorded on the
ten June trips in various sections of Hopkins County, most common south
of Clear Creek (JH). Five birds were seen in Nelson County on June 3
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(KC, AW) ; and a family group of nearly-fledged young noted near Sulphur
Lick, northern Monroe County on July 7 (BPB). The-Common Yellow-
throat is apparently doing well in Hopkins County because 79 birds were
counted on ten June trips (JH). Young Hooded Warblers unable to fly
were seen about three miles SE of Cedar Springs, Allen County on July 5
(BPB). A few interesting records of singing Hooded Warblers were found
in Christian, Hart and Trigg counties June 18-22, where the species is less
common than in eastern Kentucky (BPB). An agitated pair was also ob
served in southern Lyon County, east of Lake Barkley on June 23, and
only two singing males were found in one place in northern LBL, Lyon
County, June 12 (BPB). On June 3 in Hardin County one Yellow-breasted
Chat was seen, but 16 were noted in Nelson County (KC, AW). Although
the chat has disappeared from some areas in Hopkins County, it is doing
well in others (JH).
Tanagers through Sparrows — The only mention of Summer Tanagers
was the 20 birds recorded on the ten June trips taken in Hopkins County
(JH). An interesting find was the adult Scarlet Tanager feeding young in
a nest at Boone Cliffs Nature Preserve, Boone County on June 14 (LMc).
Five Scarlet Tanagers were present during June in Hopkins County (JH).
The Blue Grosbeak continues to expand its summer range in the state and
was found at three locations in Pendleton County: a pair near Marcus on
June 5 and 9, singing males at Marcus July 14, and at McKinneysburg on
the same date (LMc). Other sightings included six birds at six locations
in Hopkins County (JH), single birds in Nelson and Ohio counties on June
3 and July 8, respectively (KC et al.) and birds still singing in rural
Murray, Galloway County on July 29 (MM). Indigo Buntings were still
very common as "roadside dwellers" and 124 birds were recorded on ten
June trips in Hopkins County (JH). Dickcissels were common on the
PHSM area in southern Ohio County during the period with perhaps 50
observed (KC), while only two or three pairs were noted at Masterson
Station Park, Fayette County on June 2 (MP, JF); several observed near
Napoleon, Gallatin County on June 2 (LMc); others south of Glencoe, Owen
County on June 4, and at Greater Cincinnati Airport on June 16, Boone
County (LMc). Two different adult Grasshopper Sparrows were seen feed
ing young plus others singing on strip-mined areas in Laurel County, south
east of London on June 26 (MS). Although present throughout the summer
in more typical habitat in BBA region 7, it was never abundant (MS).
There were a few interesting records of Henslow's Sparrows this summer:
one bird singing in field on the Hopewell Road area, Ohio County on July
8 (KC); several at Masterson Station Park on June 2 (JF, MF); one bird
singing in a hayfield north of Claylick Creek, about two and one-half miles
SW of Marion, Crittenden County on June 25 (BPB); and another about
two and one-half miles NW of Summer Shade, Metcalfe County on July
6 (BPB). Song Sparrows were seen along Mud Creek, west of Cayce, Ful
ton County on June 13 and several at the Hickman Ferry Landing on June
13-14 (BPB), thus extending its summer range south and west in the state.
Bobolinks through Finches — Fifteen to 18 pairs of Bobolinks were
observed at Masterson Station Park on June 2, but only a few heard
there on June 28 (MF, JF). A nest of the Orchard Oriole was found
with young birds at East Bend on July 4 (LMc); two present at BPS until
late July (KC). The species may be declining in some sections of the state,
only six birds were recorded on ten June trips in various sections of Hop
kins County (JH), and fewer were found in the Louisville parks than
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formerly (S). The only nest of the Northern Oriole reported was one with
an incubating bird located north of Marcus, June 5 (LMc). A fledgling
Brown-headed Cowbird was being fed by an adult Common Yellowthroat,
east of Corbln, Knox County on June 24 (MS). The House Finch was widely
distributed and continued to move westward in the state. The species was
found most commonly near towns in south-central Kentucky (MS); nests
were seen in Burlington in April and July (LMc); singing birds were
heard in the counties of Allen, Ballard, Caldwell, Carlisle, Christian, Crit-
tenden, Fulton and Hickman (BPB); and several were in Corbin, June 24
and near London, Laurel County on June 26 (MS). American Goldfinches
are known to be late nesters and the flock of 30 found in a patch of
thistle in Hart County on July 3 was not unusual (BPB).
Contributors — Jane Bell (JB), Pat Bell (PB), Wally Brines (WB),
Mike Burns (MB), Hap Chambers (HCh), Kathryn Clay (KC), Herbert
L. Clay, Jr. (HC), Jackie Elmore (JEl), Blaine Ferrell (BF), Jean Flynn
(JF), Michael Flynn (MF), James W. Hancock (JH), Richard Healy (RH),-
William Kemper (WK), Frank X. Krull (FK), Frederick Loetscher (PL),
Lee McNeely (LMc), Michael Miller (MM), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.
(BPB), Clell Peterson (CP), Lene Rauth (LR), Anne L. Stamm (S), "F.
W. Stamm (FS), C. M. Stinson (MS), Alita Wilson (AW), David Yancy
(DY).
— 9101 Spokane Way, Louisville 40241, and P.O. Box 23447, Anchorage
40223.
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
FISCAL YEAR 1989-1990
GENERAL FUND
Bank Balance as of September 28, 1989 $ 3,188.89
Receipts
Membership Dues $2,649.00
Interest Income:
Endowment Fund $346.49
Wilson Fund 84.28 430.77
Meetings:
Fall, 1989 118.00
Spring, 1990 150.00 268.00
Sale of Annotated Checklist 911.37
Sale of Warblers 41.75
Sale of Checklists, Patches, etc 55.21
Transfer from Wilson Fund — Postage 21.65
Transfer from Wilson Fund— Sales Tax 11.93
Miscellaneous Income 68.82
Income Adjustment 1989 15.00 4,473.50
7,662.39
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Disbursements
Printing Costs (Warbler) —4 issues 2,725.35
Envelopes — Mailing Warbler 146.50
Postage — Mailing Warblers, Notices, etc 389.95
K.O.S. Stationery 112.55
Corporate Filing Fee 12.00
Corporate Reinstatement Fee 8.00
Treasurer's Expense 24.21
Fall Meeting 36.00
Spring Meeting 221.13
Supplies 14.69
Kentucky Sales Tax 11.93
Rental Fee — Safety Deposit Box 25.00
Postage for Mailing — "Annotated Checklist" 21.65
Transfer of Sale of "Annotated Checklist"
to Wilson Fund 911.07
Transfer of Interest to Wilson Fund 84.28
Transfer of Life Memberships (6) to
Endowment Fund 450.00
Beckham Bird Club — Membership Dues 2.00
Miscellaneous Expenses 56.84 5,253.15
Bank Balance as of September 26, 1990 $ 2,394.24
First National Bank, Louisville, Kentucky
ENDOWMENT FUND
Balance in Savings Account, September 28, 1989 $ 2,445.98
Certificates of Deposit (4) 4,500.00
Receipts
Interest on Savings Account 179.91
Interest on Certificates of Deposit 346.49
Life Memberships (6) 450.00 976.40
$ 7,922.38
Disbursements
Transfer of Interest on Certificates of
Deposit to the General Fund 346.49
Balance in Fund, September 26, 1990 $ 7,575.89
GORDON WILSON FUND
Balance in Savings Account, September 28,1989 $ 3,237.82
Certificates of Deposit (2) 2,000.00
Receipts
Interest on Savings Account $ 167.52
Interest on Certificates of Deposit 84.28
Sale of "Annotated Checklists" 911.37 1,163.17
$ 6,400.99
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Disbursement
Transfer of Postage to General Fund 21.65
Balance in Fund, September 26, 1990 $ 6,379.34
BALANCE SHEET
As of September 28, 1990
Assets:
Cash — General Fund $ 2,469.24
Endowment Fund 7,575.89
Wilson Fund 6,400.99
TOTAL $16,386.12
THE KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
FALL MEETING
September 28-30, 1990
The Kentucky Ornithological Society held its 67th annual Fall Meeting
at Kenlake State Resort Park on September 28-30, 1990.
Virginia Kingsolver began the Friday evening session with a welcome
to those in attendance. Clell Peterson described the birding conditions at
the Land Between the Lakes and field trips were outlined. Lee McNeely
introduced the evening speakers. Dennis Sharp, naturalist with the Land
Between the Lakes informed the group of the nesting success of Bald
Eagles and Ospreys in the Land Between the Lakes. Brainard Palmer-Ball,
Jr. gave an update on the Breeding Bird Atlas project and provided enter
tainment with a quiz on bird identification using birds killed at a TV tower.
Lee finished the program with a slide show and photo quiz. The Kingsolvers
hosted a social hour in their lodge room following the Friday program.
The weather for the Saturday field trips was very pleasant. Lee
McNeely led one group to Jonathan Creek, Silo Overlook and Hematite Lake
areas and Clell Peterson started another group out at the R.C. Manchester
Boy Scout Area.
The Board of Directors met in the lodge at 3:30 p.m.
The Saturday evening program was held in the lodge meeting room
beginning at 7:30 p.m. following a buffet dinner in the lodge restaurant.
Fred Busroe led in compiling the day's bird list, which totalled 119 species.
The nominating committee presented the following slate of officers for the
coming year: President — Virginia Kingsolver, Vice-President — Lee
McNeely, Corresponding Secretary-Treasurer — Dona Coats, Recording
Secretary — Fred Busroe, and new Councillors — Dennis Sandlin and
Thomas Stevenson. Brad Andres presented an excellent program on
"Alaska: Glacier Bay to Harrison Bay."
Several groups organized field trips on Sunday and 'added 15 species,
bringing the meeting total to 134 species. Total registrations for the Fall
Meeting were 72.
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ATTENDANCE AT THE FALL MEETING, 1990
ANCHORAGE: Dr. and Mrs. Burt L. Monroe, Jr.
BEAVER DAM: Charlotte Moseley, Mary Moseley
BENTON: Julia Wooldridge
BEREA: Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Ricketts
BOWLING GREEN: Dr. and Mrs. Blaine Ferrell, Mr. and Mrs. Don
Freeman, Mr. and Mrs. William Mathes, Dr. and Mrs. Herbert
Shadowen
BUCKHORN; Eileen Sandlin
BURLINGTON: Mr. and Mrs. Lee McNeely, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Stephens
CALVERT CITY: Mr. and Mrs. Henry Leeky, Gertrude Milton
CARLISLE: Dr. and Mrs. Wendell Kingsolver
COX'S CREEK: Mr. and Mrs. Roger Coates
CRITTENDEN: Mr. and Mrs. Joe Caminiti
CYNTHIANA: Mr. and Mrs. William Wigglesworth
HAZARD: Mr. Dennis Sandlin
LEXINGTON: Mr. and Mrs. James M. Williams
LOUISVILLE: Mr. and Mrs. Mark Blackwell, Richard Cassell, Dr. and
Mrs. Herbert L. Clay, Jr., Stephen Figg, Timothy Love, Mr. and Mrs.
James McCammon, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Donald Parker, Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Pike, Mr. and Mrs. F. P. Shannon, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick
W. Stamm, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Stinson, Donald Summerfield.
MACEO: ' Mr. and Mrs. Bert Powell
MOREHEAD: Fred Busroe
MURRAY: Dr. Clell Peterson
NEW CONCORD: Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sherwood
OWENSBORO: Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. L. E.
Wilson
PADUCAH: Gene Boaz, Bernice Caddell
STANLEY: Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Stevenson
COLUMBUS, OHIO: Mr. and Mrs. Brad Andres
DYERSBURG, TENNESSEE: Kenneth Leggett
ESSEX, ENGLAND: Frank Bender
BIRDS OBSERVED AT THE ANNUAL
SPRING MEETING, 1990
Birds observed on Saturday field trips within a 15-mile diameter circle
centered at Kenlake State Resort Park included: Pied-billed Grebe, Double-
crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Green-backed Heron, Black-crowned
Night-Heron, Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Green-winged Teal, American
Black Duck, Mallard, Northern Pintail, Blue-winged Teal, American Wigeon,
Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Sharp-shinned Hawk,
Red-shouldered Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Peregrine Fal
con, Wild Turkey, Black-bellied Plover, Killdeer, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser
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Yellowlegs, Sanderling, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Western Sandpiper,
Least Sandpiper, Baird's Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Dowitcher sp..
Common Snipe, Laughing Gull, Franklin's Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Herring
Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Caspian Tern, Rock Dove, Mourning
Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Eastern Screech-Owl, Great Horned Owl,
Barred Owl, Common Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Humming^
bird, Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker,
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern
Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Empidonax sp.. Eastern
Phoebe, Eastern Kingbird, Tree Swallow, Blue Jay, American Crow, Caro
lina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Carolina Wren,
Sedge Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Eastern Blue
bird, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird,
Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, European Star
ling, White-eyed Vireo, Solitary Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Philadelphia
Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue-winged Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Nashville
Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Cape May Warbler,
Yellow-rumped Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Blackburnian
Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Pine Warbler, Palm Warbler, Bay-
breasted Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, American Redstart, Ovenbird,
Common Yellowthroat, Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Northern Cardi
nal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Rufous-sided Towhee; Chip
ping Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Eastern Meadowlark, Com
mon Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Northern Oriole, American (^Idfinch
and House Sparrow for a total of 119 species. Additional species observed
on Sunday field trips were Great Egret, Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, Ring-
necked Duck, Cooper's Hawk, Sora, American Coot, Semipalmated Plover,
Spotted Sandpiper, Buff-breasted Sandpiper (late Kentucky date if docu
mented), Short-billed Dowitcher, Marsh Wren, Loggerhead Shrike, Swa'mp
Sparrow and Red-winged Blackbird, bringing the weekend total to 134
species.
FIELD NOTES
TOWER MORTALITY IN HENDERSON COUNTY
On September 21, 1990, the authors checked a television tower in
downtown Henderson, Henderson County and identified 128 individual birds
of 20 species that had died as a result of striking the tower and its guy
wires during nocturnal migration. All specimens were in fresh condition,
apparently having been killed during the previous night of September
20-21. A list of species and number of individuals follows.
Gray Catbird 1 Bay-breasted Warbler 10
Philadelphia Vireo 1 Blackpoll Warbler 1
Red-eyed Vireo 5 Black-and-white Warbler 7
Tennessee Warbler 26 American Redstart 2
Nashville Warbler 1 Ovenbird 35
Magnolia Warbler 15 Northern Waterthrush 1
Cape May Warbler 1 Common Yellowthroat 3
Black-throated Green Warbler 2 Scarlet Tanager 1
Blackburnian Warbler 1 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 1
Palm Warbler 13 Dickcissel ; 1
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Of the 128 individuals identified, three were of particular interest.
Both Cape May and Blackpoll warblers are relatively rare fall migrants
in Kentucky, especially the latter, of which there are only a handful of
well-documented fall records for the state. The Cape May Warbler is far
more regular in eastern Kentucky in fall than in the west. The Dickeissel
is unusual in that most birds depart the breeding grounds early and are
not often encountered after the completion of nesting in summer. Interest-
ingly, on the same day no birds could be found under a TV tower located
approximately three miles northeast of this one.
— BRAINARD PALMER-BALL, JR., 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville,
40222, and LENE RAUTH, 106 East Maple Court, Clarksville, Indiana
47130.
"SPOTTED" TOWHEE IN KENTUCKY
On December 31,1989, while participating on the Otter Creek Christmas
Bird Count, we found a male "Spotted" Towhee (Pipilo erythropthalmus
[montanus']), near the junction of Pack Lane with KY 1238 northeast of
Garrett in rural Meade County. As is typical in individuals of this western
race of our common Rufous-sided Towhee (P. e. erythTopthalmus), the
bird's back was profusely streaked with white, accounting for its name.
In addition to the light edgings to some of the primaries and tertials, the
greater and median primary coverts were tipped with white, forming two
distinct white wing bars. The scapulars were likewise broadly tipped in
white. Streaks on the back were largest and most profuse along the sides
of the back and smaller in the middle. Some white streaks were edged with
buff. On one occasion the Spotted Towhee gave a rather raspy call note,
quite unlike the distinctive 'cke-wink' so characteristic of the eastern race.
Other than the above-noted markings, the Spotted Towhee appeared
to be identical in size and plumage to normal eastern males. The eye was
not detectably different in color, being a deep reddish-brown. The Spotted
Towhee remained in the immediate vicinity for over a month, and fed
frequently with other songbirds on cracked corn scattered on the ground in
the area. The Spotted Towhee was always associated with a flock of 6-12
Rufous-sided Towhees, but it was often the last to move from one feeding
area to another and was sometimes chased by the eastern birds. The Spotted
Towhee was observed weekly through the month of January and last seen
on February *4, 1990. It is probable that the bird remained through the
winter. Photographs clearly showing all markings were obtained on several
dates in January.
Mengel (Birds of Kentucky, pp. 476-478) makes no mention of the
western race of the Rufous-sided Towhee occurring in Kentucky and Mon
roe (Birds of the Louisville Region, KW 52:62, 1976) states that "all Ken
tucky records pertain to the "Eastern Towhee" group (erythropthalmus)."
Thus it would appear that this record represents the first documented oc
currence of the Spotted Towhee in Kentucky. Interestingly, the taxonomic
distinctness of the eastern and western forms is a topic currently under
investigation, and it is possible that the eastern and western forms may
someday be split into separate species.
As a note of curiosity, it seems worthy of mention that the site of this
observation was the exact locality where the Mountain Bluebird was ob
served during the winter of 1984-85!
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— BRAINARD PALMER-BALL, JR., 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville
40222 and RICHARD CASSELL, 4004 Poplar Level Road, Louisville
40213.
FIRST RECORD OF NESTING NORTHERN HARRIERS
IN HART COUNTY, KENTUCKY
On June 5th, 1990 Dr. Clay and I received a report that there was a
mature Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) at Nolin Lake in Grayson
County. Our source also told us that there was a possibility that an
eagle's nest might he on a farm in nearby Hart County.
On June 8th we decided to locate the farm and talk to the owner about
an eagle's nest. He had no knowledge of this rumor but, as we discussed
this with him, we watched a male Northern Harrier and a female Northern
Harrier (Circus cyaneus) circling the hills and fields on the farm.
On June 10th, with the owner's permission, we drove into his field
which had been recently cut. We watched for a few minutes and suddenly
a female Harrier, carrying a mouse, appeared 300 yds. from us and dropped
her prey into the grass. We felt that there was either a nest there or a
young bird was being fed. We started walking toward the site where the
prey was dropped and when we were almost at the crest of the hill the
female Harrier swooped down at us protesting and missing us by a few
inches! She hovered over us, menacingly, determined to make us leave.
We left the area so we would not further interrupt their feeding schedule.
On June 11th we went back to the farm near Cub Run, Kentucky and
observed, at 7:30 p.m. E.S.T., the male Harrier drop a mouse in a tall grassy
field which paralleled the short grassy field. Since the female Harrier was
perched on the ground in the short grassy field we could now account for
three Harriers.
On June 12th we walked the entire hay field and also inspected the
tall grassy field with no success in locating the nest. However, we were
continually harrassed by both Harriers. The attacks became less serious
and was reduced to protesting and circling over us.
On July 2nd, at 11:30 a.m. E.S.T., we watched the male Harrier drop
a mouse to a young Harrier. The male had called from quite a distance
before he arrived at the drop site. The young Harrier responded by becom
ing very alert, quickly rising from the ground, catching the prey in mid
air, taking it to the ground where the prey was quickly devoured.
Our observations of the plumage of the feeding young hawk was that
it was quite dark above with a reddish (or rufous) half circle line over
and under its eye giving it an owl-like appearance. Its chest was slightly
streaked but had more rufous than the adult female.
On July 3rd we returned to the area and watched two young hawks
"playing around" alternately soaring and perching. While two hawks
perched in trees there was one young hawk that remained on the ground.
We were then delighted to see, soaring in the distance, the adult male and
female of the Northern Harrier. At last we had the five Harriers together!
In conclusion, although we did not find the nest of these birds we feel
that they definitely nested there and successfully raised three young
Harriers in the hilly terrain of Hart County.
— KATHRYN and HERBERT CLAY, 434 Mallard Creek Road, Louisville
40207.
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NEWS AND VIEWS
MID-WINTER BIRD COUNTS
Those members who have participated in the Mid-winter Bird Counts
in previous-years should -have received count forms for this year's count.
The, counts should be conducted between December 15 and January 2.
If you are interested in conducting a count and would like additional in
formation; please contact the- editor. "
MOVING?
If you are moving, please notify the Corresponding Secretary-Treasurer
in' order", thafthe',mailing of The Kentucky Wa/rhler may be carried out
expedftiously! Thank you.', . . " _ '
